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1. Discuss the types of circumstances in which a child, or parent, would ask for a Declaration of
Emancipation. Thinking about emancipation and the LeAnn Rimes/Britney Spears issues
where the child is earning huge dollars that the parent “manager” is squandering or keeping
from the child improperly, what should be put in place to prevent this?

2. Does prison labor for children still exist like the historical House of Reform in Kentucky? Do
children have to work in juvenile facilities as they once did? Should they have to?

3. Discuss the different jobs Honey, Pearl, Bonnie, and Amara held. What were the dangers they
faced? What are unusual jobs women hold today versus years ago?

4. Discuss book banning of long ago and today.



5. Honey’s mother, Cussy Mary Lovett, is subjected to forced sterilization while imprisoned for
violating Kentucky’s anti-miscegenation laws. The American eugenics movement led to this
and other atrocities against individuals who were seen as different, including minorities and
people with disabilities. Discuss why it is important to remind ourselves of the role eugenics
played in America’s not-so-distant past.

6. Honey is surprised to find out that Loretta Adams had attended one of Kentucky’s Moonlight
Schools, which served the uneducated and the elderly. What do you think it would have been
like to learn or teach at a Moonlight School?

7. How do you think Honey, Cussy, and Jackson’s lives would unfold over the next two
decades? What relevant laws will change, if any?

8. If you were to craft a scrapbook for isolated people, as the Pack Horse librarians did long ago,
what would you include?


